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By a Gentleman who made the Tour of Eu prior to this 
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.DESCRIPTION-. 


| 3.4 the * of my eaſtren travels, many of the perſonages of 
diſtinction to whom I had the honour of being introduced, 
were as curious to be informed of the Caledonian antiquities, as 
I was to be initiated in their manners and cuſtoms, as well as to 
view their ſeveral different edifices, ſtruftures, and monuments z 
which cannot but attract the attention of the curious, nay even 
the ſentimental traveller. 

The moſt of the perſonages, after * moſt complaiſant and po- 
lite manner, ſhewed the moſt complaiſant behaviour to me, my 
| Governor and Linguiſt; indeed the generofity of many of them, 
inſpired them ſo much into our favour, that they not only perſon- 
ally attended us, in viewing the antient ſtructures, ſculptures, 
cathedrals, & c. but endeavoured to give us the meaning of their 
erection, and what was meant by the ſculptured figures on the 
monuments. In return of which favours, ſome of them requeſt- 
ed that I ſhould give them a deſcription of the above Iſland, with 
the antiquities thereof, ſo much admired by foreigners, which I 
could not gratify at the time. And therefore at my return, went 
with a few companions in a barge er long-boat, from the Iſland 
of Mull to the foreſaid Iflang, and took a ſhort view thereof, 
guided by an honeſt man who lies on the ſpot, and ſeems to have 
an hiſtorical account of the meaning or emblems of the remain- 
ing ſigures undefaced, in the various fabrics in the ſaid remote 
* z and for PIER ſake, ate as follow. 
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CS > 

St. Columbus, St. Oran, and St. Kenneth, three brethere n, 
W were coufins to the king of Ireland, who were amongſt the firſt 
converts to the Chriftian faith in that kingdom, fitted out a vel- 
ſal called the Currachan, covered with cow hides; and brought 
with them artificers of all kinds, neceſſary for erefting temples 
for our Saviour's worſhip: and committing themſelves to the di- 
rection of heaven, for being landed in ſome colony or deſart where 
they might exerciſe their religion without perſecution; And 
conſequently, A. D. 550, arrived in the weſt end of the iſland, 
at a harbour called after the veſſal Port Currachan till this day. 
The length of the ſhip was ſixty- four feet, the breadth in pro- 
portion, and the demenſions of the mould is hitherto preſerved in 
earth and ſtone. At the place of landing, there are ſeveral heaps 
of ſmall ſtones of different bulks within the ſea mark; being a 
puniſhment inflicted by St. Columbus upon his tranſgreſſing diſ- 
ciples, and each heap was to be gathered in proportion to the 
| fins they committed; and their ſubmiſſion was received by their 
patron as a fign of their penitence, and upon their confeſſion, 
kneeling before him received abſglution, There was lately 
found near this port, a large maſs of marble, interſpetſed with 
ſuch a variety of colours, and is in quality ſo fine when poliſhed, 
as will in beauty and by its rarity exceed the Italian and Veneti- 
an marble ; quarries are working at it in the mean time, and 
great hopes are conceived of its being a general ornament to the 
kingdom, 

In the ſaid year 550, st. Columbus, after e g the 
burying place with earth from Jeruſalem and Rome, erected the 
palace of St. Oran, which is ſaid to be the firſt Cathedral in 
Scotland, erected for our Saviour's. worſhip. He alſo erected 
the magnificent and ſplendid church called St. Mary's, the re- 
mains of this building, is a real imitation of the plan now extant | 
of the temple of Jeruſalem, In a lane or entry near the place of 
worſhip, is a building called the Place of Contemplation; and be- 
twixt the ſaid place and the temple is interred. St, Columbus; his 
monument is not now viſible. South from St. Oran's church, 
are buried forty-eight kings from different nations, with inſcrip- 
tions on their tombs in different languages, ſuch as, Hebrew, 


C4) ; 

_ Greek, Latin, Danidh, Itiſh, Ge. The arms of their kingdom 
are beautifully engraved upon theit tombs, and the moſt of them 
have the effigies of the monarchs drawn at full length, armed 
with ſwords, targets, and ſome with ſpeats of an antient conftruc- 
tion, engraven upon marble ſtones with admirable tafte. Alſo 


M Donald king of the Weſteren Ifles; the inſcription upon his 
tomb cannot be read. It is be 0505 SHEETS Rats 
each, were conſumed at his burrill. 

Near the royal tombs is interred the Abbot M*Kinnon, with 
hiseeffigy drawn at full length to the life, with lions ſupporting 
his head and feet, a crook in his hand as a ſhepherd over his flock 
arrayed alſo in his altar robes; he has a ſtar on the back of his 
left hand, another on his breaſt, a ring of one of his fingers, di- 
recting two of his fingers to the ſtar, an angel on each fide of his 
head, and another an the crown thereof; the inſcription on his 

tomb is in the Hebrew language, which was lately tranſlated in- 
to Engliſh by a viſiting gentleman. Here lies John M*Kinnen 

late Abbot of Iona, who died in the year, 1343. May the — 
High God heve merey en his foul, Amen. 3 

Abbot M Kenaie's effigy is drawn in the ſame manner, bet 
the inſcription on his tomb, as well as on the tombs of other four 
Abbots, are ſo defaced that they cannot be read. There ate al- 
ſo in different places here, the tombs of the Highland chieftians, 
the coats of arms of their families, and mottos, with their war- 
like apparelling, &'c. ſome inſcriptions are Nill viſible and legi- 
ble. Here is alſo the tomb of Paul Campbell, Treaſurer to the 

\ king of Scotland; he was ſon to the anceſtor of the family of 

Argyle; a large two handed: ſword, with the figure of the coins 

_ circulating in the time, are engraven upon the ſtone; but the 

| | Inſcriptions thereon are quite defaced. Alſo, the nab of the 

| famous Dr: Beaton; his elegy is viſible and in the — lan- 
6 | r * * . Wanne VIS. 0 
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Within the Nunnery, on the ouch · weſt of the village, are in- 


terred diffezent Nuns ; this building is a real piece of architec- 
ture, and one tomb in particular cannot but attract the attention 


- of the curious, v/2, The tomb of the lady Abbeſfs, her effigy i in 


full leogth is drawn. in the moſt lively manner; the is in a pray- 
ing poſture having uplifted hands, her eyes open, an angel on 
each fide of her head, playing on a harp, ber lap dog at the ſkirt 
of her garment, the moon above her head, and a comb for her. 

hair. Fronting the lady Abbeſs on the ſame ſtone, is the Vir- - 
gin Mary with the Babe at het breaſt, a crown on his head, a- 


| bove which is the moon and ftars; with the effigy of the lady 


Abbeſs on the middle of the tomb, prhying and ſay ing, O holy 


Virgin pray * 4 1 inſcriptien- on the tomb is as follows, 
vin. 


Here hie the Divine ANNA, 


| The Daughter of Donald, ſon of Charles, late Abbot of Tora, who 


* died in the year 1540 ; whoſe ſoul we commit to Abraham's bo- 


And thi fai Nunnery is encircled with ſeveral cathedrals, mona- 
ftaries; and other edifices built in the Gothic manner. There 


are many other tombs with croſſes in the iſland, having different 


languages ; the chief croſs called St. Brandan's, is now the croſs 
of Campbelton; and the n 1 85. R chapel, is in one of 
the e of Glaſgow, | pit 


The nn W e are ſtill viſible i in the Iſland. 


iſt Figure, The fin of W * by three ruffian 
brethren, robbing their nurſe of a cow, one holding the cow by 
the horns, the ſecond by the tail, the third attempting to kill 
her, and the woman behind, with open mouth and uplifted hands, | 
appealing to heaven for protection. 

2d Figure, Upon the right fide of the place of contemplation, 
is the figure of an Arch-angel, with beam and balance, weigh- 
ing the ſouls of men; the Devil crouching behind to catch either 
beam or balance, if fouhd wanting in their ſeparate ſunctions. 


— 


. 
3d Figure, Our firſt parents Adam, and Eve, in the garden of 
Eden, ftanding on oppoſite ſides of the tree of knowledge, having 

aprons of leaves, and hands acroſs covering their nakedneſs; the 
Arch-angel, with ſword in hand, turning them out of the mr 
and threatening deſtruction; the promiſed Saviour appearing for 
their preſervation, and bruſing the head of the ſerpent. 

4th Figure, Our Saviour riding to Jeruſalem upon an aſs, and 
a great multitude following him, praying for his bleſſing. 

5th Figure, The band of foldiers apprehending our Saviour, 
and Peter cutting off Malcheus' ear. 
th Figure, Samſon killing the lion. h 

7th Figure, John the Baptiſt beheaded, his wounds guſhing 
with blood; the executioner holding the head in his hand, the 
daughter of Herodias receiving it from the cxecutioner, and John 
Iying on the ground beheaded. 

' 8th Figure, Is a craſs lately found below the ground near the 


Nunnery, upon which is engraven very naturally, our Saviour 


crucified, in the very manner deſcribed in the ſcriptures; and is 
fixed in a ſtanding poſture near the Nunnery, 5 
There were many ſtreets and walks leading to the weſt of the 
village, the chief ſtreet was called the King's ſtreet. About the 
whole fabricks there was a freſh Jake, ſurrounded with a fine 
grove of birch-wood, which made the place very agreeable, | 
In the middle of the iſland are two hills, the one is called 
Angel-hill ; there being the remains of a place of worſhip to be 
ſeen on the top of each of them. It is ſaid that at Whitſunday, 
the Prieſts rode on white horſes, blothed in white robes to the 
. faid places of worſhip. | 
The iſland is about three miles in length, and one ig breadth, 
and is very fertile in grain and graſs; and in property belongs to 
the Duke of Argyle; there are 300 people reſiding therein. 
The ſea ſurrounding, is richly ſtored with Cod, Ling and other 
white fiſh. And there are plenty of ſea fowls, ſuch as wild 
Geeſe 'and Ducks, about the ſhore, 'They buried their Males ſe- 


paſts from the Females, till within theſe forty years paſt, 
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THREE Ad north from Icolmkill, is the famous Tea 
of Staffa. It is ſupported upon pillars in the middle of the ocean; 
"the pillars are of a mixed marble, and no marble containing ſuch 
u variety of brilliant colours, was ever diſcovered in Britain. 
The Ifland is ſquare, and extends about three quarters of a mile; 
the ſubterraneous part thereof is ſo naturally arched and decorat- 
ed, that it exceeds the moſt exquiſite performance of the greateſt 
artiſts in the world. There is a melodious cave in the iſland, any 
muſic played or ſung therein, will ſound more me lodious than an 
organ. The rocks towards the ſea ſeem as if they were poliſh- 
ed by artiſts of great taſte ; the pebbles on the ſhore have every 
appearance of beautiful pearls. There is only one family in the 
Iſland z In ſtormy weather the houſe not only ſhakes, but even 
the very kettles on the fire. There is further a greater curioſity, 
a barge under fails and in low water, will with eaſe proceed fixty 
yards into the ſaid cave and at the diſtance of a league, when 
paſſing the ſame in dark nights, viſible, ſparkling like diamonds, 
will caſt a luſtre at a great diſtance, On the top of the Iſland 
there is a beautiful natural ſeat of marble, reſembling. an eaſy 
chair, which is ſaid to be king Fingal's throne ; and contiguous 
thereto, there are three pyramids Rin a ger loaf, which 
* the royal ſeat. 


About 100 leagues ſouth eaſt from Staffa, lies the remains of 
a moſt antient Cathedral; it was ereQed by one of the kings of 
Ireland, who for his piety and diſtinguiſhed zeal, in propagating 
the Chriſtian religion, acquired the name of St. Cormaig. And 
the iſland where the Cathedral is, is called Keil Mhich O*Chor- 
maig, (ſignifying M*Cormick's burial place,) and Eiloun mot 
mhic O'Chormaig, (fignifying M*Chormaig, (ſignifying M*Cor- 
mick's great Iſland.) The temple was built much after the plan 


& * 


„ 5 . bf St. Colman Kill; A 
11 With cbliterated i the burial place. The inſcription 
5 4 on the Saint's tomb was viſible about 60 years ago; vis. Car 
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| maig ulfad Righ Eiren (agnifying in the Inſh language; long 
! © bearded Cormaig king of Ireland ;) his chief prieft is interred in 

| a tomb belide hint. The moſt of the Highland Colonies, were 
10 | peopled by emigrants from Ireland; and eſpecially the following 

— _ _  Elansare of Iriſh deſcent, bi. M Donalds M*Dugalds, M*Leans, 

M*Lachlass,  M*Cormaigs,. n MLeods, n 
and M. gun G . 
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5s — Riogf Eiren is buried in Icolmkill, ulfad-(fig- 
| hiifies long bearded.) There has been a popiſh progenitor of the 
naue in the ſouch end of the Roſs of Knapdate, from whom the 

place of worſhip got the name, and an Iſland at the end of the 3 
point, 4. Kill Mhichd O'Chormaig, and Elan More; Michl 
O'Chorthaig: All the Colonies of the Highlands, catne moſtiße 


oh oh from Ireland, Campbells, M Donalds, M Dougals, M*Carbries, 
5 M Cormaigs, M. Neils, Mio Sbeuhuge; M*Mhicabe, r. Mac- 
Led M*Fees, M*Corguidals; c 
Kenzies, Fraſers and Gordons, from France. oy 1 
The firſt Religion in Scotland was called Druidiſm, in Earfe 
(Druinnich;) they worſhiped the Sun, till Icolmkill, came Fra: 
Ireland, who was a Diſciple of John the apoſtle and the el 
| were called Culdich 1. 6. Colleres Dei, my of God. 
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